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INTRODUCTION

 Journalism is evolving with social media. Twitter
has become a major tool for journalists to source
information and engage with audiences.

* Problem Statement: How does a journalist’s Twitter
network influence the partisan slant of their news
reporting? (Wihbey et al., 2019)

» Research Importance: Understanding whether
online interactions shape news content can provide
insights into bias, media echo chambers, and political

polarization.
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RESEARCH
BACKGROUND

» Historical Context: Journalism and bias have long been

studied through agenda-setting and framing theories (Cappella

& Jamieson, 1996; Patterson, 2013).

* Modern Influence of Social Media: Journalists increasingly

rely on Twitter for research and sourcing (Santana & Hopp,

2016).

» Study Focus: Exploring the relationship between Twitter

followings and news partisanship (Wihbey et al., 2019).
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COMPUTATIONAL
BIASES

KEY RESEARCH
QUESTION

* Does a journalist’s Twitter network influence
the partisanship of their news reporting?
« Hypothesis: Journalists who follow more partisan

. SYSTEMIC
" BIASES

accounts on Twitter are likely to produce news with

a similar ideological slant.



METHODOLOGY

Clll e~
644 journalists from 25 U.S. news outlets. Q’ ReUTERS: mij
« Data: Twitter followings and 300,000+ news
articles analyzed for ideological leanings. : E \"L @ B
« Approach: Text scaling techniques were used to
measure partisanship, and correlation analysis CBS i p I
was conducted between journalists' online

networks and published work (Wihbey et al., WSJ by MCNBC
2019).




Key Concepts

Social Media & Journalism

* Journalists increasingly use Twitter for research, sourcing, and
engagement.
 Social media shapes journalistic routines and audience interaction.

Partisan Segregation in News

» Journalists’ Twitter networks may influence the political leanings
of their content.

* Political echo chambers can extend from social media to published
news.




Major Findings

Moderate Correlation Between Twitter & News Content
* Journalists’ Twitter networks influence their reporting, but the effect is moderate.
* Right-leaning journalists produce more right-leaning content, and vice versa.

Stronger Partisan Alignment for Right-Leaning Outlets
* Conservative outlets (e.g., Breitbart, Washington Times) show stronger Twitter-news
alignment.

Left-Leaning Outlets: Liberal Networks, Neutral Reporting
* The New York Times, Washington Post journalists follow left-leaning accounts but T R R KSRy
produce balanced content. Inside The New York Times newsroom

» Suggests editorial oversight limits bias in mainstream media.




Silos in Journalism:
Implications

Polarization in news consumption behavior



Jeremy W. Peters

A national reporter for The
New York Times covers the
debates surrounding
freedom of speech and
expression and their effects
on key U.S. institutions. His
extensive reporting includes
three presidential
campaigns: 2012, 2016, and
2020. While he tends to
follow more right-leaning
accounts, his writing
maintains a neutral tone.

\W REPUBLICANS LOST THEIR PARTY
GOT EVERYTHING THEY EVER WANTED
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JEREMY W, PETERS



https://www.imdb.com/name/nm8135824/

Obijectivity in
Journalism

Three analytical dimensions of
criticism (subjectivity, social
inequities, power structures)

Certain disagreements are
minor and reconcilable
while others are profound
and existential.
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Ables, K. (2019, October 29). Can photojournalists be entirely

objective? Artsy. https://wwwiartsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-
photojournalists-entirely-objective
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CHINA’S RISE, RUSSIA’S INVASH

David E. Sanger

White House and National

over four decades at The Times,
he has written four books on
national security, including “New

Security Correspondent for The _A__ND AM E R | CA'S STRU GG LE
New York Times, reports on

President Trump’s administration

Cold Wars: China’s Rise, Russia’s

Invasion and America’s Struggle to

Save the West.” David shows how | TU DEFEND TH E WEST

and its impacts on foreign policy
social media shapes public

and superpower conflict. With
discourse in newsrooms.
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In high-income
democracies, we
inhabit a media world
dominated by digital
and mobile platforms.

In the UK, about 2% are in a left-
leaning echo chamber, while 5% are

in a right-leaning one (Fletcher et
al.) 2021b).

.

Suciu, P. (20 31). Social media remains a political echo chamber for the

likeminded. Forh 'www.forbes.com/sites/petersuciu /20 0

soclal-
media-remains-a-p o-chamber-for-the-likeminded //
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Why this matters:

Questions journalism's
objectivity.

Highlights echo chambers
and news segregation.

Shows social media's impact
on newsrooms and public
discourse.
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Social Media Impact:
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Media echo chambers in Canada?

Which journalist is more likely
to be in an echo chamber?

TORONTO

TORONTO SUN NATIONAL
POST

NATIONAI; FINANCIAL
POST POST

FINANCIAL
POST

' A journalist who only reads these.




Media echo chambers in Canada?

What doTou think?

NATIONAT;
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3 Or one who reads all of these.



VWhat we consume, [N e loXe] e F 1 o] 1S
knowingly O Ve 3TN TaeT-2RY,
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“to our knowledge the first empirical study
of journalists’ online social networks and
connections with professional output. In an
era when issues of political polarization and
media bias are increasingly front-and-
center, these connections between online
social information environments and the
way public information is produced are of
major importance.” -John Wihbey pg.830

THE ABILITY TO
PERSIST

moral of the story, make sure to
consider why something was written.

audio- feau res-and- expandcd loca al news-coverage- plu> digital-car-key- <upp0rt/
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St Polarizatio ifsceras: Sociel Megly
completely different stories . .
e there is major segregation and growing DIVERSE
polarization in online news CONTEN B& ) 3
consumption” (p. 4). Moreover, an People may be getting content ,o_’, y f -
important argument for a partisan shift that pushes certain ideology, ol In
follows a logic similar to that for Kieas orthernes
narrowing of diversity: exposure to Al OGCGETTUHTRIS
opinion-reinforcing information is high See R Ty R
due to ideological segregation (path A), OPINION
individuals prefer opinion-conforming RENFORCING
information (path C), and algorithms Algorithms show you what you
reinforce these preferences want to see for engagement.
You are the product and it
quote from wants to keep you engaged

and it may even reenforce your
ideas to do so.




Does audience engagement on
social media shape journalists'
editorial decisions?

Have you ever wondered if you're getting the
most important news or if you're getting the
news that people want to see? What's more

important views or the hard hitting stories.

Radio TV Internet



References

Wihbey, J., Joseph, K., & Lazer, D. (2019). The Social Silos of Journalism? Twitter, News Media, and Partisan
Segregation. New Media & Society, 21(4), 815-835.

Cappella, J. N., & Jamieson, K. H. (1996). News frames, political cynicism, and media cynicism. Annals of the
American Academy of Political and Social Science, 546(1), 71-85.

Patterson, T. (2013). Informing the News: The Need for Knowledge-Based Journalism. Vintage.

Santana, A. D., & Hopp, T. (2016). Tapping into a new stream of (personal) data: Assessing journalists’ different
use of social media. Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly, 93(2), 383-408.

Schmidt, T. R. (2023). Challenging journalistic objectivity: How journalists of color call for a reckoning.
Journalism, 25(3), 547-564. https://doi.org/10.1177/146488 49231160997

Suciu, P. (2025, January 31). Social media remains a political echo chamber for the likeminded. Forbes.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/petersuciu/2025/01/31/social-media-remains-a-political-echo-chamber-for-the-
likeminded/

How Social Media Affects Society. (n.d.). https://www.apu.apus.edu/area-of-study/business-and-
management/resources/how-social-media-sites-affect-society/



References page 2

Kitchens, B., Johnson, S. L., & Gray, P. (2020, December 1). Understanding Echo Chambers and filter bubbles: The impact of social
media on diversification and partisan shifts in news consumption. MIS Quarterly. https://misg.umn.edu/understanding-echo-
chambers-and-filter-bubbles-the-impact-of-social-media-on-diversificationi-and-partisan-shifts-in-news-consum ption. html

Morris, L., & S&eacute;guin, A. (2023, March 28). Following the news is an activity that more than half of Canadians engage in on a
daily basis. this infographic, using data from the General Social Survey on Social Identity (2020), explores the use of five different

news sources: Newspapers, magazines, television, radio and the internet. it also looks at media consumption for different groups of
Canadians. Government of Canada, Statistics Canada. https:/Mwww150.statcan.gc.ca/nl/pub/11-627-m/11-627-m2022055-eng.htm


https://www.foxnews.com/entertainment/justin-baldoni-releases-new-blake-lively-ryan-reynolds-texts-ahead-court-date
https://www.macstories.net/news/apple-releases-ios-136-with-apple-news-audio-features-and-expanded-local-news-coverage-plus-digital-car-key-support/
https://www.macstories.net/news/apple-releases-ios-136-with-apple-news-audio-features-and-expanded-local-news-coverage-plus-digital-car-key-support/




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Jeremy W. Peters
	Slide 10: Objectivity in Journalism
	Slide 11: David E. Sanger
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21

